《Commentary on the Second Epistle of Peter》(Caleb Huang)
Introduction to the Second Epistle of Peter
I. Writer

The writer called himself “Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ” (1:1), i.e. the same author with the first epistle of Peter (see 3:1; 1Pet.1:1). The writing style of the two epistles were distinctly different, and probably it was because the first epistle was written by Silvanus (see 1Pet.5:12) and the second by Peter or another anonymous saint. That is why there are considerable differences between the two epistles in terms of the literary form.

Simon Peter was the first disciple among the twelve disciples. He was originally called Simon, and the Lord gave him another name Cephas (in Aramaic), Peter in Greek (John1:42). He is often called Simon Peter in the Bible (see Matt. 16:16).

Both Cephas and Peter mean “stone” in the original. By such alteration to the name, the Lord may reveal a truth that men are useless dust before they are saved (see Gen.2:7) but His salvation will transform men into living stones (1Pet.2:5). The Lord Jesus is the foundation of the building of the church (1Cor.3:11), and He will build more people that have been saved ---- all the living stones, namely, the church ---- upon this rock (Matt.16:18) for a habitation of God in Spirit (Eph.2:22).

The Lord entrusted the key of the kingdom of the heavens to Peter (Matt.16:19) and asked him to open the door of salvation among the Jews and the Gentiles (see Acts2:40-42; 10:44-48). Peter’s mission was consistent with his work when he was called by the Lord. At that time, when he was casting a net into the sea, the Lord Jesus called him and said, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matt.4:18-19). Therefore, the ministry of Peter was to gain a multitude of men to be materials of the building of the church (see Acts2:41; 4:4; 5:14; 10:44).

Peter was an inborn leader, who was often the first to speak and act and took the leadership (see John21:3) and was also often rebuked by the Lord thereby (see Matt. 14:28-31; 16:22-23; 17:4-8, 24-27; 26:33-34). However, after the three-and-a-half-year training and discipline of the Lord, especially after the Lord’s resurrection, Peter appeared to be born anew and had been transformed into another man by the revelation and teaching through the Spirit for forty years (Acts1:2-3), thus becoming a true spiritual leader who was humble and bold and stable and easy to work with others in one mind (see Acts 3:1,12; 4:13; 11:17; 12:17; 15:7-11). 

II. The Time and Location the Epistle was Written 

Since it was said that Peter was killed by the tyrant Nero (54-68 AD), obviously, this epistle was written not long before Peter’s being martyred. Therefore, this epistle was inferred to be written in Rome during 66-68 AD. 

III. The Recipients

Peter mentions that “I now write to you this second epistle” (see 3:1), so the recipients of this epistle must be the same with that of the first epistle ---- i.e. to “the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia” (1Pet.1:1) 

IV. The Motivation for Writing this Epistle

Since Peter at that time foresaw that he would be martyred for the Lord, he wrote this epistle to remind the church to keep the true faith and grow in the grace and knowledge (see 1:12-15; 3:18) so as to face with the impending crisis ---- there would be “false teachers” who would secretly bring in destructive heresies (see 2:1). 

V. The Importance of this Book

This epistle provides important materials for the defense of the true faith (2:1-3:13) as well as particular spiritual knowledge: 1) steps of things pertaining to life and godliness (1:5-7); 2) knowledge about the secret of the Scriptures (1:19-21; 3:2, 15-16); 3) secrets of the last day and judgment (2:4, 9; 3:7-10); 4) the heavens and the earth will be dissolved by fire (3:6-12); 

VI. Main Structure and General Description

    The knowledge of the Savior Jesus Christ makes us partakers of all things pertaining to life and godliness. Therefore, we have to give all diligence in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ and add more and more so as to go abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of Him. And the way of obtaining such knowledge is to pay heed to and remember the words in the Scriptures and to be firmly convinced of the Lord’s promise instead of being deceived by the heresies brought by the false teachers. Therefore, we will be without spot and blameless. 

VII. Special Points

    This epistle has the following special points:

1. It is one epistle of “the common epistles”, which is not written to one particular church or person, but to all Christians.

2. It is an epistle of defending the heretical doctrines. In the early church time, the church had already been attacked by heresies.

3. It is an epistle that emphasizes the importance of knowledge. According to the original, words like “know” and “knowledge” have appeared for sixteen times in this epistle.

4. It is an epistle proving that the Scriptures are of the inspiration of the Spirit. “Scriptures” means the collection of the words inspired and breathed by God.

5. It is an epistle written by the apostle for the circumcised (Gal. 2:7-8). The quotations and illustrations are much familiar to the Jews. 

VIII. Its Relations with Other Books in the Scriptures 

1. Its relation with the Old Testament: a) Peter takes Noah (Gen. 6-8) and Lot (Gen. 19) for example to show that God will save those who are godly and perseverant; b) Peter takes Balaam (Num.22) for example to illustrate the actions of false prophets and to warn believers not to imitate him. 
2. Its relation with the Second Epistle to Timothy: the two epistles have the following similarities: a) this epistle is the final epistle of Peter, and the Second Epistle to Paul is the final epistle of Paul; 2) both of the two epistles alert believers to the false teachers (2Pet.2; 2Tim.3); c) both of the epistles mention the “divine inspiration” of the Scriptures (2Pet. 1:20; 2Tim. 3:16) and the holy Scriptures are the only weapon of resisting heretical teachings; d) both of the epistles have mentioned they will be martyred for the Lord (2Pet. 1:13-15; 2Tim. 4:6) and face it calmly. 
3. Its relation with the Epistle of Jude: at least fifteen verses in the whole twenty-five verses of the Epistle of Jude have partly or even completely appeared in the Second Epistle of Peter. Besides, many concepts, words and terms in the two epistles correspond to one another. Therefore, some Bible scholars infer that this epistle probably is written by Jude and he quotes extensively from this epistle in the Epistle of Jude written by Jude himself. 
IX. Key Verses 

“As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue” (1:3).

“Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless” (3:14).

X. Key Words 
“Know”, “knowledge” (1:2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 12, 14, 20; 2:9, 10, 20, 21, 21; 3:3, 17, 18);

“Be multiplied to”, “add to”, “grow” (1:2, 5, 5, 6, 6, 6, 7, 7, 10; 3:18);

“Promise” (1:4; 2:19; 3:4, 9, 13);

“Diligence” (1:5, 10; 3:14);

“These things” (1:8, 9, 10, 12, 12, 15; 3:14, 16, 17);

“Sure”, “be established”, “steadfast” (1:10, 12; 2:14; 3:16, 17);

“Remind”, “Be mindful of” (1:12, 13, 15; 3:1, 2);

“Holy” (1:18, 21; 2:21; 3:2, 11);

XI. Outlines of the Book

Theme: Grow in the True Knowledge

A. The source, profits and nature of the true knowledge (1:1-4);

B. The pursuit of the true knowledge (1:5-11);

C. The connotation and premise of the true knowledge (1:12-21);

D. The enemy of the true knowledge ---- the false teachers and their heretical doctrines (2:1-22);

E. The end of the true knowledge ---- be dissolved by fire or abide forever (3:1-13);

F. Be diligent in the growth of the true knowledge (3:14-18);

2 Peter Chapter Two
I. Content of the Chapter
The Adversary of the True Knowledge

A. False teachers will secretly bring in heretical doctrines (v.1-3a);

1. The ordained end of false teachers and heresies (v.1);

2. The actions of false teachers and their followers make the truth blasphemed (v.2);

3. The motive of false teachers’ spreading heretical doctrines ---- covetousness (v.3a);

B. God’s response to the lawless men and things (v.3b-11);

1. They will be punished as the angels who sinned (v.3b-4).

2. They will perish as those who were ungodly in the ancient world (v.5-8).

3. God draws a clear-cut line between reward and punishment, so even the mighty angels dare not to despise authority (v.9-11).

C. The pattern of the false teachers’ conduct (v.12-22);

1. They speak evil of unknown things and carouse in their own deceptions (v.12-13).

2. They entice unstable souls and have a heart trained in covetous practices (v.14-16).

3. They speak great swelling words of emptiness and allure through the lewdness men to become slaves of corruption (v.17-22).

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

2Pet. 2:1 “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.” 

YLT: “And there did come also false prophets among the people, as also among you there shall be false teachers, who shall bring in besides destructive sects, and the Master who bought them denying, bringing to themselves quick destruction,”

Meaning of Words: “false prophets”: those who pretend to declare the divine words, those who pretend to be prophets, the lying prophets; “false teachers”: those who teach false doctrines; “secretly bring in”: creep in secretly; “destructive”: of perdition, of ruin; “heresies”: disunion, sects; “bring on themselves”: inflict … upon themselves;  

Literal Meaning: “but there were also false prophets among the people”, it was in the period of the Old Testament; “among the people”: among the people of the Israelites; “false prophets”: those who pretend to be prophets or take the liberty of speaking in the name of Jehovah or other false gods (see Deut. 18:20-22); 

  “Even as there will be false teachers among you”, it refers to any period after the period of the apostles; “among you”: in the church; “false teachers”: false Bible teachers; 

  “Who will secretly bring in destructive heresies”, “secretly bring in”, it means that the way of teaching is not bright, but secret and covert. “Destructive heresies”, it points that the content of teaching may harm the good faith and entice man to be away from salvation; “heresy” is disunion or sect in the original, so here it means creating divisions in the church. 

  “Even denying the Lord who bought them”, “them”: false teachers; “the Lord who bought them”, it does not mean that they have been redeemed by the Lord, but that the Lord Jesus had died for all (including them) (see Heb. 2:9). The Lord had already paid the cost of redemption for them, but they would not receive it. Therefore, it is they themselves keep them isolated from the Lord’s redemption. “Denying”: the rebellion in the external words and works as well as the internal thoughts and hearts; 

  “And bring on them swift destruction”, “swift”: impending; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There were false prophets among the people of God, and there are also false teachers (false preachers) among the people of God (believers) now in like manner.

2) Since there are false preachers, let believers not receive the words of preachers flippantly but judge and prove all things (see 1Cor. 14:29; 1Thess. 5:21).

3) The character of heresies is “secretly bringing in” and “destructive” ---- they seem to be true, but prompt men to run to errors in the end. 

4) “Even denying the Lord who bought them”, it proves that the most important thing for a true Christian is: “Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1Cor. 2:2).

5) Though the Lord Jesus died for all, His redemptive effect will only come to those who have truly believed and received Him. The so-called “Universal Salvation” has misunderstood the biblical truth. 

6) False teachers may claim to know Jesus Christ by mouth. However, their souls may not magnify “the Lord” and their words may not relate to the truth of redemption on the cross. 

7) The proof of the true knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ is magnifying the Lord (see Luke 1:46) and living to the Lord and serving the Lord faithfully and teaching others for the Lord.

8) He who brings in heresies destroys others as well as himself. He makes men the sons of hell (Matt. 23:15) and brings on himself swift destruction and will be judged to perdition (see v.3; 3:7).

9) One cannot serve God and Mammon. If someone desires to serve God as well as himself, he has just brought on himself swift destruction. 

2Pet. 2:2 “And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.” 

YLT: “and many shall follow out their destructive ways, because of whom the way of the truth shall be evil spoken of,”

Meaning of Words: “follow”: imitate, yield to; “destructive”: sensual; “truth”: reality; “way”: path;

Literal Meaning: “and many will follow their destructive ways”, “many” include true believers; since believers have not proved the heresies, they become confused in knowledge and then err in conducts. “Follow”: follow false teachers; “destructive ways”: the false way, that is opposite to “the way of truth” below; 

  “Because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed”, “the way of truth”: the right and true way; “because of whom”: because of the false teachers and their followers; “be blasphemed”: be dispraised by the false evaluations of strangers; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No common path, no common cause to cooperate. The way of truth is distinctly different from that of evil. The only reason why many Christians even walk in the evil way is that they receive the heresies so that they err from the right path.

2) One’s conduct is often under the control of his thoughts ---- false thoughts cause false works. Therefore, if one desires to behavior finely, he has to firstly renew his thoughts and reject the heretical doctrines. 

3) False teachers gain men by brainwashing first to make them believe and receive the heretical doctrines. Thus the mind of men has been secretly changed ---- regard falsehood as truth and take evil as integrity. Once they have fallen into the “pit”, it is difficult to escape from it. 

4) Heresy produces evil way, and evil way produces lewdness. Such end it not too strange. Today, even in Christianity “wickedness” and “lewdness” emerge in an endless stream that the truth of the Lord is blasphemed.

5) There is only one “way of truth”, namely, Jesus Christ Himself (see John 14:6). If one follows men but not the Lord, he has walked on the “evil path”.

Pet. 2:3 “By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.” 

YLT: “and in covetousness, with moulded words, of you they shall make merchandise, whose judgment of old is not idle, and their destruction doth not slumber.”

Meaning of Words: “covetousness”: greediness, practices, avarice; “deceptive”: feigned, fictitious; “exploit”: trade, buy and sell; “judgment”: condemnation, avenge; “idle”: delay, linger; “for a long time”: of old; “slumber”: fall asleep, delay;

Literal Meaning: “by covetousness”, it shows that the primary cause of the heretical doctrines is covetousness, namely, greediness. Such desire drives men to reject the way of truth. 

“They will exploit you with deceptive words”, “deceptive words”, cunning words out of skillful schemes for the purpose of deceiving the hearts of the unsuspecting (see Rom. 16:18); “you”: believers; “exploit”: gain in riches, reputation, position, followers, etc.;

“For a long time their judgment has not been idle”, “judgment”: the response of God to men’s words and works; “for a long time”: in human history; “has not been idle”, it has two meanings: a) the judgment of God is impending; b) the execution of the judgment must come. Though it seems to be slack, it is not slack, but longsuffering (see 3:9);

“And their destruction does not slumber”, “their destruction”: the tragic end of false teachers; “does not slumber”: come soon; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who serves the Lord with a pure and simple mind does not seek statuses in the church to earn money nor suppose that gain is godliness (1Tim. 6:5), but cares for the rights like copyright etc.

2) False teachers do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own belly, and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting (Rom. 16:18).

3) “Deceptive words”, the doctrines of false teachers seem to be persuasively. In fact, they have distorted the truth in the Bible on purpose and replace God’s will with men’s will.

4) Darby said, “The devil can not be more evil when it carries the Bible”. The false teachers take the Bible on hand and sing the household gospel songs and quote biblical terms fluently, seeming like the messengers who defend the righteousness of the word. However, they are morally corrupted at heart and have harmed the people. 

5) There is a detailed description of the false teachers and their heretical doctrines in verse two and three: a) the basic reason for heretical doctrines ---- covetousness; b) the way of heretical teachings ---- deceptive words; c) the influence of heretical doctrines ---- lead to destruction; d) the result of heretical doctrines ---- judgment and destruction. 

6) False teachers see only the present profit, but have not seen the loss in the end (see Matt. 16:25-26). True Christians choose rather to suffer the present loss than to be rewarded in future (see Matt. 16:25-26). 

Pet. 2:4 “For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;” 

YLT: “For if God messengers who sinned did not spare, but with chains of thick gloom, having cast down to Tartarus, did deliver to judgment, having been reserved,”

Meaning of Words: “sin”: miss the mark; “spare”: forgive, abstain, be chary of; “cast…down to hell”: be imprisoned in the deep abyss; “darkness”: blackness, gloom; “be reserved”: be kept, be held:

Literal Meaning: “for if God did not spare the angels who sinned”, “the angels who sinned”: the angels who did not keep their proper domain (see Jude 6) but followed Satan to rebel against God (see Rev. 12:4, 9); “God did not spare”, even the angels who sinned should be punished by God, let alone men!

“But cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment”, “hell” is “Tartarus” in the original, the deepest abyss of Hades, where the fallen angels were temporarily reserved. “Chains of darkness”: the dark abyss is the place where the fallen angels were held (see Jude 6); here even though “hell” and “chains of darkness” are different words, they may refer to the same place. “Be reserved for judgment”: wait for the judgment of the great day (see Jude 6). Most probably, it may be the first phase of the judgment before the great white throne (see Rev. 20:10-12). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The fallen angels should be imprisoned first and then be under judgment. Imprisonment makes them unable to do whatever they like or deceive men (see Rev. 20:3). The direct result of sins is disease and even death ---- this is another form of imprisonment that makes sinners unable to do as they desire. 

2) God does not accept persons (Gal. 2:6), but reward everyone according to his works (Rev. 22:12) and even the angels who sinned should also be punished. Though we believers have been saved, we shall also give an account concerning the works after we are saved. God will not disregard our works after we are saved (see 1Pet. 4:17). 

Pet. 2:5 “and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;” 

YLT: “and the old world did not spare, but the eighth person, Noah, of righteousness a preacher, did keep, a flood on the world of the impious having brought,”

Meaning of Words: “ancient”: old; “world”: age, generation; “flood”: inundation; “ungodly”: impious; “save”: keep, reserve; “righteousness”: equity;

Literal Meaning: “and did not spare the ancient world”, “not spare”: punish the lawless things; “the ancient world”: the early times of human history, at that time, nearly the whole world was corrupted (see Gen. 6:11-12). 

  “Bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly”, “bringing the flood”: the flood was brought on the earth so destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life (see Gen. 6:17); “ungodly”: he who is ungodly does not fear God ---- all evil works are thus produced. 

  “But saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness”, “saved”: deliver him from the disaster of flood by indicating him to make an ark (see Gen. 6:14, 19), which typifies the redemption fulfilled by Jesus Christ; “a preacher of righteousness”: declare and proclaim righteousness; here “righteousness” means being upright before God and men. It is not clearly recorded in the old scriptures how Noah preached righteousness. Therefore, it may not refer to preachment by mouth, but show his uprightness and faith by his lifestyle and building the ark for many years ---- that is why he is called the preacher of righteousness (see Gen. 6:9; Heb. 11:7); “one of eight people”, there were eight ones including Noah who were delivered from the flood. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) According to the nature and works of us, we are truly unworthy of God’s lenience. However, we are justified freely by the divine grace through the redemption in Christ Jesus (see Rom. 3:23-24).

2) The manner of Christian’s life is the best sermon of “preaching righteousness”. Therefore, our walking should be worthy of the gospel of Christ and the grace we have been given (Phil. 1:27; Eph. 4:1). 

Pet. 2:6 “and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly;” 

YLT: “and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah having turned to ashes, with an overthrow did condemn, an example to those about to be impious having set ;”

Meaning of Words: “condemn”: judge against; “turn … into ashes”: incarnate, consume; “those who afterward”: coming; “example”: pattern, exhibition; 

Literal Meaning: “and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction”, “Sodom and Gomorrah”, both of them were filled with lewdness and fornication (see Jude7; Rom. 1:26-27) were condemned and destroyed by God (see Gen. 18:20; 19:24). Therefore, the two cities were the cradle of homosexuality, but it was abomination to God (see Lev. 18:22; 20:13; 1Cor. 6:19; 1Tim. 1:10). “Destruction”: since their homosexual deeds had turned the normal style set by God upside down, God condemned them to catastrophe and turned them upside down; “turning … into ashes”, it has two meanings: a) there were no relics to trace back; b) it could be set as an warning example; 

“Making them an example to those who afterward would live ungodly”, “ungodly”: not respect the will of God but follow the will of men (see 1Pet. 4:2-3); “make … as example”, whatever the elders have suffered, those who do accordingly in the last days will also suffer it again (see 1Cor. 10:11). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the Scriptures here remind us to take precautions against the false teachers (see v.1), the case of condemnation caused by homosexuality is mentioned, giving a timely warning to the clergies of the Liberal Christianity. They have gone against the biblical doctrines, but still regard them as Bible scholars. 

2) In the sight of God, homosexuality is not only a kind of disease but also is an abnormal reversal of human nature. Homosexuality is not another form of life, but an abominable sin before God. 

3) The clergies and religious sects who hold that homosexuality should be pardoned must be influenced by false teachers, so they put human views above God’s words. God will reward them. 

Pet. 2:7 “and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked” 

YLT: “and righteous Lot, worn down by the conduct in lasciviousness of the impious, He did rescue,”

Meaning of Words: “deliver”: save; “wicked”: lawless; “oppress”: torment, toss, pain; “righteous”: just, equitable;  

Literal Meaning: “and delivered”, it indicates that the rest were all condemned by God no matter whether they had committed homosexuality. “Who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked”, this was the difference of Lot from all the people in that land. Lot did not accept the filthy conduct of the wicked, but could do nothing to this. Therefore he suffered both the physical and mental pain (see v.8). However, the rest in the city had got quiet used to such filthy conduct and did not regard it strange. “Righteous Lot”, Lot was the man justified by God ---- though Abraham’s intercessions and God’s answers (see Gen. 18:22-33) had not mentioned Lot clearly, it was still shown that Lot was one of the righteous. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We are living in a deteriorating circumstance. Even though we have not been personally associated with the evil tide, if we get used to it and become numb toward the wickedness around, we will not be pleased by God.

2) Newman has such famous words: “the shocking heart toward sin is the best guarantee against sins.” It is the beginning of corruption for believers of inactive conscience and blindness to sins. 

3) Even though we are imperfect in works, if we keep upright in heart, we can still be justified in the sight of God. 

Pet. 2:8 “for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)--” 

YLT: “for in seeing and hearing, the righteous man, dwelling among them, day by day the righteous soul with unlawful works was harassing.”

Meaning of Words: “lawless”: be against the law; “torment”: torture, pain;  

Literal Meaning: this verse is the footnote of the previous verse, describing the inner response of Lot to his circumstance. 

  “For that righteous man, dwelling among them”, “that righteous man” refers to Lot; “dwelling among them”: dwell in Sodom (see Gen. 13:12; 19:1). 

  “By seeing and hearing their lawless deeds”, “seeing and hearing”, eyes and ears are organs of a man to have contact with the outer world. A man with normal eyes and ears will see and hear things around him. “Their lawless deeds”, people in Sodom and Gomorrah and cities around committed fornication and went after other flesh (see Jude 7). 

  “Tormented his righteous soul from day to day”, “his righteous soul”: his righteous and upright soul before God; “tormented … from day to day”, it pointed that Lot’s soul was painful and afflicted everyday when he saw the lawless deeds of those who were around him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers in the world cannot be separated from the people, but only dwell among them. The real problem is that our spirits should “transcend the world” though our bodies still “dwell in the world”.

2) The Lord said, “Blessed are they that mourn” (Matt. 5:4). We may often be unable to hinder the corruption of men in the world, but at least we shall feel afflicted at such condition. And the Lord will remember such mind and heart. 

Pet. 2:9 “then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment,” 

YLT: “The Lord hath known to rescue pious ones out of temptation, and unrighteous ones to a day of judgment, being punished, to keep,”

Meaning of Words: “know”: see, perceive, discern; “deliver”: save; “temptation”: trial; “unjust”: wicked; “punishment”: chastise, infliction; 

Literal Meaning: “then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations”, “the Lord knows”: it means that the Lord knows the limitation of our heart and difficulties and endurance. “Deliver the godly out of temptations”: the Lord will not suffer the godly one to be tempted above what they are able (see 1Cor. 10:13); “deliver … out of temptations”: deliver … out of the enticements and sufferings caused by sinful circumstances (see James 1:14; Heb. 2:18); 

“And to reserve the unjust under punishment”, “the unjust”: the lawless one (see v.8); “reserve … under punishment”, according to the tense in the original, the judgment upon the wicked has been on and will be kept until the final judgment. 

“For the day of judgment”, “the day of judgment” refers to the day of the ungodly ones on which they will be under judgment and punishment. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We do not know we will meet what temptations or trials, nor how to overcome the temptations or trials, but “the Lord knows” ---- that is enough.

2) The Lord delivers “the godly ones” but rejects “the unjust”. Man has to be born again first and then he shall obtain the respect of God.

3) God will deliver the godly ones out of temptations and will not suffer them to be tempted over what they are able. Instead, He will with the temptation make the issue also so that we should be able to bear (1Cor. 10:13). 

Pet. 2:10 “and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries,” 

YLT: “and chiefly those going behind the flesh in desire of uncleanness, and lordship despising; presumptuous, self-complacent, dignities they are not afraid to speak evil of,”

Meaning of Words: “according to”: after; “flesh”: body; “uncleanness”: filthiness; “lust”: evil desire; “despise”: disdain, scorn, disesteem; “authority”: ruler; “especially”: particularly; “presumptuous”: audacious, daring; “self-willed”: arrogant, self-pleasing, self-willed; “speak evil of”: speak impiously; “dignitary”: glory, honor, praise; “be afraid of”: tremble, fear; 

Literal Meaning: “and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority”, “flesh”: the physical body of a man with sin after man’s corruption; the flesh lusts against the Spirit (see Gal. 5:17; 1Pet. 2:11). Spiritual believers do not allow flesh to be the leader or ruler of anything (see Rom. 8:5-6). “Those who walk according to the flesh”: false teachers who walk according to the flesh (see v.18); “the lust of uncleanness”: the lust is out of control and the conduct is full of filth (see Eph. 4:19). “Despise authority”: despise those who have the authority given by God, including those who have true spiritual authority (note: there are many people in the church today who proclaim that they have the representative authority given by God. However, they have merely the apparent positional authority in fact, but no true spiritual authority.).

“They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries”, “presumptuous”: do not fear any result; “self-willed”: self-centered and self-pleasing; “dignitaries” include leaders in society and in the church. 

Peter used the present tense here, suggesting that false teachers had already appeared at that time in the church. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Let the person (soul) of each believer walk in obedience to the Spirit, not the flesh (see Rom. 8:5-6; Gal. 5:16).

2) There are at least two characteristics of those who walk according to the flesh: a) do the uncleanness of the desires; b) despise authority and be not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries. It shows that such men cannot be controlled by themselves or others.

3) He who fears God walks today in the fear of God, but he will have peace in future. He who walks according to the flesh does not fear in his present walking, but he will taste the fear in future (see 3:7). 

Pet. 2:11 “whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord.” 

YLT: “whereas messengers, in strength and power being greater, do not bear against them before the Lord an evil speaking judgment;”

Meaning of Words: “power”: forcefulness strength; “”might: mighty word, great power; “reviling”: reproaching, impious; “Lord”: master; “before”: in front of; “accusation”: charge;

Literal Meaning: “where as angels, who are greater in power and might”, “angels”: the angels who keep their domain (see Jude 6); “who are greater in power and might”, it is compared with human beings. Normally, the position and power of angels are greater than that of men (see Heb. 2:6-7), but they have become ministering spirits for believers (Heb. 1:14). Believers shall judge the angels in future (1Cor. 6:3). 

  “Do not bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord”, “not bring a reviling accusation”, here it is compared with the accusation of false teachers (see v.10). “Them” carries two meanings: a) the dignitaries (see v.10); Satan was once the archangel, so Michael the archangel dared not bring against him a reviling accusation (see Jude 9); b) false teachers; “not bring a reviling accusation against them”, the angels are ministering spirits to send out for service on account of believers (see Heb. 1:14). Even though they have seen through the false teachers, they do not bring a reviling accusation against them. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The greater the “power and might” are, the more careful of speaking is. However, the more flippant one’s speaking us, the less “power” he has.

2) The power and might of angels make them know the fact of things, but they dare not accuse those who make mistakes. Therefore, let us speak careful lest we should “speak evil of” others. 

Pet. 2:12 “But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption,” 

YLT: “and these, as irrational natural beasts, made to be caught and destroyed -- in what things they are ignorant of, speaking evil -- in their destruction shall be destroyed,”

Meaning of Words: “natural brute”: irrational, unreasonable; “beasts”: animals; “destroy”: perish, ruin; “not understand”: ignorant;

Literal Meaning: “but these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed”, “these”: false teachers; “like natural brute”: the lack of reason and rationality makes them “inhuman”, for all “men” speak and walk after reason. “Natural…beasts”: they walk according to the nature of animals without any thinking which is a particular ability owned by human beings. “Made to be caught and destroyed”, he who leads a life like beasts will be finally treated as how the beasts are treated. 

“Speak evil of the things they do not understand”, it shows that they judge and comment on spiritual things they do not understand (see 1Cor. 2:14). 

“And will utterly perish in their own corruption”, they hurt themselves when they hurt others. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Even men in the world walk according to “conscience” (see Rom. 2:15), let alone we believers (see Acts 23:1).

2) Let us not judge or comment on unknown things by ourselves to avoid sins. 

3) God shall recompense us as we have recompensed others (see 18:6). However, whatever we want men to do to us, do also to them (see Matt. 7:12). 

Pet. 2:13 “and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you,” 

YLT: “about to receive a reward of unrighteousness, pleasures counting the luxury in the day, spots and blemishes, luxuriating in their deceits, feasting with you,”

Meaning of Words: “unrighteousness”: injustice, wrong, iniquity; “wages”: reward, pay; “daytime”: day by day; “carouse”: indulgence; “spots”: defect; “blemish”: blot, flaw; “feast”: revel together, entertain sumptuously in company with; “deception”: delusion, deceivableness; 

Literal Meaning: “and will receive the wages of unrighteousness”, as a man sows, so does he reap. 

“As those who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime”, “those”: false teachers; “count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime”, it is not partaking in the wedding feasts or the loving feasts in the church, but indulging in carousal and seeking fleshly pleasures (see Rom. 13:13-14); “daytime”, normally, it is working time (see Neh. 4:22), not pleasure time. 

“They are spots and blemishes”, it points there are problems in their character and thus unworthy of teachers of men (see Phil. 4:9; 1Tim. 4:12; Titus 2:7-8). 

“Carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you”, “while they feast with you”, take part in the loving feast in the church or even the bread-breaking gathering; “carousing in their own deceptions”: do all the works in the church for the sake of satisfaction of one’s lusts; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Whatever a man sows, that also shall he reap (Gal. 6:7). To him that works is the reward (Rom. 4:4). It is inevitable that whatever a man does that also shall he be rewarded. 

2) It is the characteristic of false teachers that they say and do not (see Matt. 23:2-3). True spiritual teachers set themselves as examples and let works in keeping with teachings (see 1Tim. 4:16).

Pet. 2:14 “having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children.” 

YLT: “having eyes full of adultery, and unable to cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having an heart exercised in covetousnesses, children of a curse,”

Meaning of Words: “eyes full of”: be filled in eyes; “adultery”: criminal conversation, amour; “not cease from”: not stop; “entice”: entrap, allure, beguile; “unstable”: unfixed; “heart”: thoughts; “practices”: exercises; “children”: daughters, sons;

Literal Meaning: “having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin”, “adultery”, according to the original it is “harlot”, which is used to refer to false gods or idols in the Old Scriptures (see Hos. 1:2; 3:1) ---- have adorning and seek objects besides the true God. And idolatry is often mentioned with adultery together (see 1Cor. 6:9; Col. 3:5; Rev. 2:14, 20). Therefore, it is also right to translate the word as “adultery”. Since the false teachers do not fear the true God, they have other pursuits, including fleshly pleasures. And they can not help indulging in it nor cease from sin.  

“Enticing unstable souls”, “entice”: it means “the bait lures fishes” in the original. The false teachers like to deceive believers by deceptions. “Unstable souls”, believers who are young and weak in spirits, who can not distinguish both good and evil (see Heb. 5:13-14) and are tossed and carried about by every wind of doctrines (Eph. 4:14). 

“They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children”, “have a heart trained in covetous practices”: they are not covetous occasionally but are full of covetousness and scheming to gain riches, fame, status, etc. (see 1Tim. 6:3-10); “and are accursed children”, they deserve the punishment of God (see v.3, 9; 3:7). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If believers have other pursuits besides the true God ---- e.g. “way to success”, “pleasures in life”, etc. ---- all such pursuits are of false teachers. 

2) Let us grow in spiritual life with diligence so as not to be enticed by false teachers.

3) False teachers like to quote the scriptures to prove their doctrines are right and even the devil may quote the scriptures (see Matt. 4:6). Therefore, we have to acquire full and perfect knowledge of the Scriptures so as to be firm in faith.

4) The love of money is the root of all evil, but godliness with contentment is great gain (see 1Tim. 6:6, 10). 

Pet. 2:15 “They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;” 

YLT: “having forsaken a right way, they did go astray, having followed in the way of Balaam the of Bosor, who a reward of unrighteousness did love,”

Meaning of Words: “forsake”: abandon; “right way”: straight way; “go astray”: err; “follow”: imitate, yield to; “love”: love with whole heart (the same word with the divine love “agapao”); “wages”: reward, pay;  

Literal Meaning: “they have forsaken the right way and gone astray”, “the right way”: another expression of the way of truth (see v.2; Deut. 11:16; 1Sam. 12:23); the manner of conduct is upright and innocent. “Have forsaken the right way”: reject the way of truth; “gone astray”: go out of the right way; 

“Following the way of Balaam the son of Beor”, “Balaam the son of Beor”, Balaam, the prophet of Midian, was hired by Balak, the king of Moab to curse the Israelites. However, he failed because God prevented him again and again (see Num. 22-24). “Follow”: imitate closely; “the way of Balaam”: run to the way of perdition because of covetousness for money (see Jude 11). 

“Who loved the wages of unrighteousness”, “loved the wages of unrighteousness”: hold gain to be piety (see 1Tim. 6:5);

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who is covetous in spiritual way has gone astray. 

2) Teachers of heresies have a common characteristic ---- covetousness for wages of unrighteousness. They themselves have been enticed away from the right way and they still entice others to walk in the wrong way. 

Pet. 2:16 “but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man's voice restrained the madness of the prophet.” 

YLT: “and had a rebuke of his own iniquity -- a dumb ass, in man's voice having spoken, did forbid the madness of the prophet.”

Meaning of Words: “iniquity”: transgression; “rebuked”: reproach; “dumb”: voiceless; “voice”: sound, noise; “restrained”: prevent, keep from, hinder; “madness”: insanity, foolhardiness; 

Literal Meaning: “but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man's voice restrained the madness of the prophet.”
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God often prevents us from sinning through uncommon situations. However, we often regard it accidental and do not know to learn some lessons from the uncommon circumstances. 

2) Any work that does not obey the will of God is abnormal “madness”. 

Pet. 2:17 “These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.” 

YLT: “These are wells without water, and clouds by a tempest driven, to whom the thick gloom of the darkness to the age hath been kept;”

Meaning of Words: “without water”: no rainwater; “well”: fountain; “carry”: drive; “blackness”: gloom; “darkness”: shadiness, obscurity; “reserve”: preserve, keep;

Literal Meaning: “these are wells without water”, “these”: false teachers; “without water”: they have vain appearance and yet bring no real profit but harm to men. 

“Clouds carried by a tempest”, it shows that their doctrines are as valueless as “clouds”, not as rainwater that will moisten the land, but appear as a shroud over the land that blurs man’s vision. Besides, they are easily to be blown away by tempests and thus the promises to men become a vapor suddenly (see v.19). 

“For whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever”, “the blackness of darkness”, it indicates that their future is full of darkness and they are worthy of eternal punishment in the dark hell. “For whom is reserved”, it points that their end is fixed and in due course of time it will be manifested. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Heretical doctrines are not only unable to quench men’s thirst but also misused as traps everywhere, which are difficult for those who have fallen into them to escape. 

2) Heretical doctrines have little help to men’s problems, but throw men into thick clouds and in a dilemma without any “light” before them. 

3) Heretical doctrines are like the clouds carried by a tempest and are mysterious and elusive, which make men follow in blindness without fixed direction and not know where to go and what to do.

4) Heretical teachers today have made the dim and vague situation for men, but have made the everlasting miserable end of blackness. 

Pet. 2:18 “For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error.” 

YLT: “for overswellings of vanity speaking, they do entice in desires of the flesh -- lasciviousnesses, those who had truly escaped from those conducting themselves in error,”

Meaning of Words: “emptiness”: vanity, depravity; “swelling”: insolent, bulging over; “allure”: entice, deceive; “error”: delusion, deception; 

Literal Meaning: “for when they speak great swelling words of emptiness”, it shows that their speaking is so exaggerated that the hearers loathe them. 

“They allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness”, they lead men to pay more attention to men’s physical needs and fleshly lusts than spiritual pursuit. 

“The ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error”, “ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error” and “unstable souls” (v.14) have the same meaning: those who have just believed the Lord for a short time and are young in life, or those who have barely overcome sins and are unstable in souls;  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There are three characteristics of heretical teachers and liberal sects: a) they provide luxurious wording and extensive evidences to attract the hearers, but actually they bring men to vanity; 2) they entice the hearers to set the mind upon the fleshly needs and desires and seek the satisfaction of soul in the present lifetime; c) they deceive those who have superficial knowledge of spiritual things and those who have not forgotten the leeks and onions and garlic of Egypt (see Num. 11:5). 

2) There is an abnormal situation in Christianity ---- generally, the heretical teachers and preachers of liberal sects have nimbler tongues so as to attract more interest of the hearers. 

3) Now the secret for preachers of absorbing new members and increasing the number is to preach more sermons concerning success and solicitude but preach seldom the cross or the denial of the flesh. Therefore, a sea of people are drawn to them. However, a church with such a large number of people is not pleased by the Lord (see Luke 13:23-24).

Pet. 2:19 “While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage.” 

YLT: “liberty to them promising, themselves being servants of the corruption, for by whom any one hath been overcome, to this one also he hath been brought to servitude,”

Meaning of Words: “promise”: declare, announce upon, engage to do something; “corruption”: ruin, perish; “slaves”: bondmen: “brought into bondage”: enslave, become servant; 

Literal Meaning: “while they promise them liberty”, “liberty”: be not restrained by “moral laws”; they proclaim that they can do everything we please in Christ, for He has released us (see Gal. 5:1). 

“They themselves are slaves of corruption”, it indicates that they seem to be free but actually are still under the bondage of corruption as the slaves of the flesh and sins and the world and Satan. 

“For by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage”, here this verse is explaining the meaning of “slaves” ---- be under the bondage and have to obey and keep the commands of the master; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians have no freedom of not hearing the Lord ---- if men are not governed by the Lord, they will be salves of corruption. If men are willing to be slaves of Christ, they have got true freedom (John 8:36).

2) If a man has been a slave of corruption, he has not right to choose right or evil ---- he desires the former and is unable to (see Rom. 7:18-19), and he cannot help doing the latter ---- finally, he will perish. 

Pet. 2:20 “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning.” 

YLT: “for, if having escaped from the pollutions of the world, in the acknowledging of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and by these again being entangled, they have been overcome, become to them hath the last things worse than the first,”

Meaning of Words: “if”: suppose, provided; “knowledge”: discernment; “of the world”: the worldly system; “entangled”: entwined, involved; “latter end”: last, uttermost;  

Literal Meaning: “for if … they … through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”, “if”: it is suppositive, not factual. “They”, it should be false teachers instead of “those who have escaped from those who live in error” (see v.18); “knowledge” is not objective knowledge, but subjective and personal knowledge (namely, the full and perfect knowledge); “the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” is a complete address to the Lord Jesus, appearing in the New Testament for mere three times, all in the Second Epistle of Peter (see 1:11; 2:20l; 3:18); “the Lord” refers to His authority; “Jesus” refers to His humanity; “Christ” refers to His glorious anointment. 

“After … have escaped the pollutions of the world”, “have escaped the pollutions of the world”: escape from the world having enmity against God (see James 4:4) and the defilement of sins (see 1John 2:16). 

“They are again entangled in them and overcome”, it means that they have become slaved of corruption (see v.19) and are dominated to submit to its commandments in their conversations. 

“The latter end is worse for them than the beginning”, “the latter end”: the condition of someone who has believed the Lord but finally apostatized; “than the beginning”: the condition of someone before he has not known the Lord; 

Note that this verse cannot be used to prove there is also possibility of losing salvation for those who have believed the Lord. This paragraph aims to point that false teachers call themselves Christians and think they know Christ and true faith. However, their works has gone against the truth completely. They knowledge they have profit them nothing, and they will receive a stricter judgment (see James 3:1). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If a man does not do what he has known, his knowledge profits him nothing. To him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin (James 4:17).

2) The common people are regulated by the standard of national laws and social morality and slightly restricted by inner conscience. However, there is nothing able to restrict the false teachers who declare they are Christians but walk unworthily. 

3) The parable by the Lord Jesus ---- “after the unclean spirit is cast out of the man, he comes with seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state is worse than the first” (see Matt. 12:43-45) ---- is fulfilled on the false teachers.

Pet. 2:21 “For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.” 

YLT: “for it were better to them not to have acknowledged the way of the righteousness, than having acknowledged, to turn back from the holy command delivered to them,”

Meaning of Words: “known”: know clearly; “turn from”: convert, revert; “holy commandment”: sacred precept; “better”: nobler, stronger;  

Literal Meaning: “for it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness”, “have known” it suggests that responsibility after “having known it” is to put it into practice. 

“Than having known it”, “the way of righteousness” and “the right way” are the same (see v.15), describing the characteristics of the way and life style from different perspectives: a) “the way of righteousness”, it indicates that; b) “the way of righteousness”: the way of being righteous before God and men; “the right way”: the way that is in keeping with the truth; 

“To turn from the holy commandment delivered to them”, “turn from”: it suggests that they had once received the truth and then forsaken it, namely, apostasy. “Delivered to them”, it indicates that the gospel had been preached to them, but they received it apparently not truly (see Rom. 10:14-18). “The holy commandment”: the sacred commandment or life regulation in God’s word; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Besides the portion of eternal life, the gospel also includes the responsibilities of the present life. However, many Christians pay more attentions to things they will receive, but ignore the responsibilities they shall fulfill today. 

2) For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required. And to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more (Luke 12:48). The 

3) If anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is deceiving himself (see James 1:22-23). Today, there are many Christians hearing the word, but few doing the word. 

4) Teaching believers to keep the word is more important than preaching the word only. And the best way of teaching believers to keep the word is preachers learn to practice firstly (see 1Tim. 4:16).

Pet. 2:22 “But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: "A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire."” 

YLT: “and happened to them hath that of the true similitude; `A dog did turn back upon his own vomit,' and, `A sow having bathed herself -- to rolling in mire.'”

Meaning of Words: “proverb”: adage, parable; “true”: real; “vomit”: food disgorged; “washed”: bathe, cleanse; “wallow”: roll; “happen”: befall; 

Literal Meaning: “according to the true proverb”, “proverb”, the adage popular at that time; “according to”, the proverb is proper to describe the situation of false teachers.

“A dog returns to his own vomit”, it is quoted from the Book of proverbs (Pr0. 26:11). “Dog” is unclean in the Old Testament (see Lev. 11:27), which is used to address the false teachers like the Jewish legalists in the New Testament. “Returns to his own vomit”, it shows that the dog likes uncleanness by nature. 

“A sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire”, it has not appeared in the Scriptures, and probably it was a proverb at that time. “Sow” is also unclean in the Old Testament (see Lev. 11:7), which is used to address the wicked knowing not God (see Matt. 7:6); “having washed, to her wallowing in the mire”, it likes wallowing in the mire by nature. 

“But it has happened to them”, “it” indicates that the dog is accustomed to uncleanness inside and sow is accustomed to filth outside, “them” refers to false teachers; “it has happened to them”, false teachers are internally and externally filthy in the sight of God (see v. 3, 12; 3:7).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) John Calvin said, “The gospel is a medicine cleaning the spirit as well as a basin of water cleansing the sins”. False teachers declare that they believe the gospel apparently. However, their evil nature and words expose that they have not truly received the gospel, even worse than sows and dogs.

2) Good beginning ---- vomit of the dog and washing of the sow ---- does not show that the problems have been resolved. We have to continue to observe ---- whether it has returned to his vomit and whether it has wallowed in the mire. The change of Christians’ life will be manifested in all their life.

3) Some leaders in Christianity may repent openly after their evil works are exposed. However, the real fact will be revealed sooner or later.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Four Reasons for False Teachers’ Sins

A. Deception ---- secretly bring in destructive heresies (v.1a);

B. Denial of the Lord ---- even denying the Lord who bought them (v.1b);

C. Destruction ---- their destructive ways (v.2);

D. Covetousness ---- exploit men with deceptive words (v.3);

The Manners of False Teachers’ Deception

A. Who will secretly bring in destructive heresies (v.1);

B. Who use deceptive words (v.3);

C. Who speak evil of others (v.10, 12);

D. Who are in their own deceptions (v.13);

E. Who entice unstable souls (v.14);

F. Who speak swelling words of emptiness (v.18a);

G. Who allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error (v.18b);

H. Who promise men liberty (v.19);

False Teachers Characteristics 

A. Who will secretly bring in destructive heresies (v.1a) ---- who make men swallow the bait unconsciously;

B. Who deny the Lord who bought them (v.1b) ---- who call the Lord by mouth, but do not magnify the Lord in hearts and works;

C. Who walk in destructive ways (v.2) ---- they are dissolute in conduct without any restriction of the truth;

D. Who are covetous (v.3) ---- who make a trade of the word of God (2Cor. 2:17);

E. Who exploit believers with deceptive words (v.3b) ---- who create new items, names and sayings (see Acts 18:15);

F. Who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness (v.10a) ---- seek the pleasures of the flesh;

G. Who despise authority (v.10b) ---- who are supercilious and self-centered;

H. Who are presumptuous, self-willed (v.10b) ---- who act as they please and despise the laws and politics;

I. Who are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries (v.10c) ---- they speak evil of others to exalt themselves;

J. Who are like natural brute beasts (v.12) ---- there is no evidence that they walk in the Spirit (see Gal. 5:16, 25);

K. Who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime (v.13a) ---- who seek the pleasures of lewdness openly;

L. Who carousing in their own deceptions (v.13b) ---- who boast of the capability of deception;

M. Who have eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin (v.14a) ---- who are driven by filthy thoughts and finally commit immorality;

N. Who entice unstable souls (v.14b) ---- who entice those who are young in spirit;

O. Who have a heart trained in covetous practices (v.14c) ---- who are too covetous to be satisfied;

P. Who have forsaken the right way (v.15) ---- who reject the way of the cross and turn to “Success Theology”;

Q. Who are wells without water (v.17a) ---- who have no testimony of life;

R. Who are clouds carried by a tempest (v.17a) ---- who are prone to make waves and run movements but without result;

S. Who speak great swelling words of emptiness (v.18a) ---- who often boast of their spiritual achievements;

T. Who allure men through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness (v.18b) ---- who drive men from the pursuit of spiritual things to that of pleasures in this age;

U. Who allure the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error (v.18c) ---- who aim at those who have young in spirit;

V. Who promise men liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption (v.19) ---- who are unable to do what they say, and able to describe the “beautiful gate” and yet unable to enter in (see Acts 3:2).

W. Who have known the way of righteousness but still turn from the holy commandment delivered to them (v.21) ---- who are have known the way of righteousness and are not governed by it;

X. A dog who returns to his own vomit (v.22a) ---- who commit things that they have condemned;

Y. A sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire (v.22b) ---- who repent according to man and then commit again (see 2Cor. 10);

False Teachers’ Attitudes

A. Toward God:

1. Who even deny the Lord who bought them (v.1);

2. Who turn from the holy commandment delivered to them (v.21);

B. Toward men:

1. Who exploit you with deceptive words (v.3);

2. Who despise authority and speak evil of dignitaries (v.10);

3. Who bring corruption to men (v.12);

4. Who entice unstable souls and those who have actually escaped from those who live in error (v.14, 18);

5. Who promise them liberty (v.19);

C. Toward oneself:

1. Who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness (v.10);

2. Who are spots and blemishes (v.13);

3. Who have a heart trained in covetous practices (v.14);

4. Who are slaves of corruption and are again entangled in and overcome by the pollutions of the world (v.19, 20);

D. Toward things:

1. Who will secretly bring in destructive heresies (v.1);

2. Who speak evil of the things they do not understand (v.12);

3. Who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime and carouse in their own deceptions (v.13);

False Teachers’ Six Great Sins 

A. Lust of uncleanness ---- who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and have eyes full of adultery (v.10a, 14a);

B. Speaking evil of ---- who speak evil of dignitaries and the things they do not understand (v.10b, 12);

C. Corruption ---- who entice unstable souls (v.12b, 14);

D. Unrighteousness ---- who are spots and blemishes and cannot cease from sin (v.13-14);

E. Covetousness ---- who love the wages of unrighteousness (v.14b-15);

F. They have forsaken the right way and gone astray (v.15a);

2 Peter Chapter Three
I. Content of the Chapter
The Knowledge Believers Have to Obtain of the True and False Knowledge

A. The day of the Lord will bring different ends to the true and false knowledge (v.1-13);

1. Let us remember the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior (v.1-2).

2. Scoffers will come in the last days to scorn the promise of the Lord’s coming (v.3-4).

3. They willfully forget that the world that then existed perished by flood and will be burned by fire (v.5-7).

4. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, but is longsuffering (v.8-9).

5. The Lord will come as a thief and all things will be burnt up by fire (v.10-13a).

6. Only righteousness will dwell in the new heavens and a new earth (v.13b)

B. Let us grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord (v.14-18);

1. Be diligent to be found by the Lord in peace and blameless (v.14).

2. Do not twist the epistles of Paul and the rest of the Scriptures (v.15-16).

3. Beware of being led away with the error of the wicked (v.17).

4. Grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord (v.18).

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

2Pet. 3:1 “Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder),” 

YLT: “This, now, beloved, a second letter to you I write, in both which I stir up your pure mind in reminding ,”

Meaning of Words: “second”: again, second; “reminder”: reminding, recollection; “stir up”: arouse, wake fully; “pure”: sincere; “mind”: imagination, understanding;

Literal Meaning: “beloved”, it appears four times in the whole chapter (see v.1, 8, 14, 17), according to which this chapter can be divided into four parts: a) v.1-7 “beloved…let us be reminded…”; b) v.8-13 “beloved…do not forge…”; c) v.14-16 “beloved…be diligent…”; d) v.17-18 “beloved…beware…”;

“I now write to you this second epistle”, it shows that there is another first epistle, namely, the First Epistle of Peter. 

“(In both of which I … by way of reminder)”, “reminder”, it means that the recipient had ever heard something and then forgot it. Therefore, they have to be reminded again. 

“Stir up your pure minds”, “stir up”: arouse one’s realization of possessing something by manifesting its functions; “pure”: sincere, genuine; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Preachers sometimes have to be tireless to repeat some knowledge or topics to “remind” believers to pay attention to them. 

2) Wise shepherds shepherd the flocks of God. It is better to “remind” than “escape”, and to “stir up” than “infuse into”. 

2Pet. 3:2 “that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior,” 

YLT: “to be mindful of the sayings said before by the holy prophets, and of the command of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour,”

Meaning of Words: “mindful”: remember, have in remembrance; “spoken before”: foretell, tell before; “commandment”: precept; 

Literal Meaning: “that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets”, “be mindful of”: not remember between times, but bear in mind always; “holy prophets”: those who speak for God, especially the prophets in the Old Testament (see Luke 1:70); “the words which were spoken before”: words clearly recorded in the Old Testament;

“And of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior”, “the Lord” emphasizes His authority; “Savior” emphasizes His ministry; “commandment”: His words spoken to men; “apostles”, it the early church time, the Lord Jesus personally set and sent twelve apostles (see Matt. 10:1-4; Acts 1:26) as well as the apostle Paul (see v.15-16); 

This verse speaks of the origins and categories of the Scriptures: 1) words spoken by the prophets ---- the main constitutions of the Old Scriptures; 2) the commandment of the Lord and Savior ---- words and works concerning the Lord Jesus in the New Testament (especial the gospel books); 3) the commandment of the apostles ---- the apostles’ epistles in the New Testament; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus is the builder of the church (see Matt. 16:18) upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets (see Eph. 2:20). Therefore, the whole Bible of both the Old and New Scriptures delivered to the church is divinely inspired (see 2Tim. 3:16), and is the only book providing the standard of faith for believers today. 

2) “Apostles” according to the source scripture can be translated as “your apostles”. The apostles are for us, and of us (see 1Cor. 3:12). They live fully for serving all believers, not ruling them (see 1Pet. 5:3). 

3) Any word outside of the Scriptures (see Rev. 22:18-19).

4) Let us often meditate the words in the Scriptures and bear them in mind (see Deut. 6:6-9).

2Pet.3:3 “knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts,” 

YLT: “this first knowing, that there shall come in the latter end of the days scoffers, according to their own desires going on,”

Meaning of Words: “first”: primary; “know”: understand; “scoffer”: mocker, derider; “according to”: follow, according as;

Literal Meaning: “this first”, the following words are so important that we have to primarily pay attention to. 

“Knowing … that scoffers will come in the last days”, “the last days” refer to the times of grace in the New Testament or the end of the times of grace in the New Testament, namely, the period before the last days. “Will come”, it shows that such men must appear. “Scoffers”: those who do not believe the Bible is the word of God (see v.4-5), namely, the false teachers who do not confess the Lord and forsake the Lord’s words (see 2:1, 21) and like to scorn the Scriptures. 

“Walking according to their own lusts”, “according to their own lusts”: speak to satisfy one’s lusts according to fleshly instinct;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The important truth of the second coming of Christ is the theme of the spiritual war and the center of conflicts between the spiritual and those who are in the flesh as well as the focus of conflicts between the spirit and flesh in a Christian ---- seek the spiritual growth? Or seek fleshly satisfaction?

2) If preachers or believers explain the Bible in the mind of the flesh, they may distort or ignore verses unfavorable to them, thus making a trade of the word of God (2Cor. 2:17) and failing to cut a straight line of the word of truth (see 2Tim. 2:15). 

2Pet.3:4 “and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation."” 

YLT: “and saying, `Where is the promise of his presence? for since the fathers did fall asleep, all things so remain from the beginning of the creation;'”

Meaning of Words: “coming”: presence; “promise”: declaration, announcement; “fathers”: forefathers, parents; “fall asleep”: put to sleep, be dead; “all things”: all; “beginning”: all creature; “continue as they were”: stay constantly, remain constantly;  

Literal Meaning: “and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming”? It does not mean that they have not found the promise of the Lord’s coming, but they have not seen any sign of the accomplishment of this promise so as to regard it a vain promise ---- they ask: “what is the nature of the promise?”

“For since the fathers fell asleep”, “fathers”, because the promise of the Lord’s coming again is given to the fathers in the Old Testament (see Dan. 7:13-14; Mal. 4:1-3 etc.); “since the fathers fell asleep”: since the promise of the Lord’s coming was given; 

“All things continue as they were from the beginning of creation”, it points that since the universe remains the same and will be so in future, the Lord will not come. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The stableness and order of the universe is the sign of God’s upholding all things. Though all things are kept in order, it does not mean God has forgotten the promise of the Lord’s coming to judge the world.

2) The infidels comment on the Scriptures always with a scientific insight. The last days in the Scriptures are merely a fright in their sight and only the foolish will believe. 

2Pet.3:5 “For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water,” 

YLT: “for this is unobserved by them willingly, that the heavens were of old, and the earth out of water and through water standing together by the word of God,”

Meaning of Words: “willfully”: deliberately, purposefully; “forget”: hide, ignore; “of old”: a long time ago; “stand out”: consist, exhibit;

Literal Meaning: “for this they willfully forget”, it shows that they ignore the fact recorded in the Scriptures deliberately. These disputants always willfully ignore the views opposite to theirs. 

“That by the word of God the heavens were of old”, “of old”: when all things were firstly created (see Gen. 1:1); “the word of God”: the worlds were framed by the word of God (see Heb. 11:3); “the heavens”: God created the heavens before the earth (see Ps. 33:6). 

“And the earth standing out of water and in the water”, in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1). The creation of the heavens was succeeded by that of the earth. “Standing out of water”, the earth was totally covered by water. And God said, Let the water under heavens be gathered together to one place and let the dry land appear (see Gen. 1:9). “Standing … in the water”: the land was standing through water. And the water and earth existed together ---- the earth was in the water and the water was in the earth.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Heretical or extreme doctrines may often catch merely one word of the Scriptures one-sided. Therefore, let us discern and judge every word according to the whole Scriptures. 

2) Nothing shall be impossible with God (Luke 1:37). The heavens and the earth were created by the word of God, and the promise of the Lord’s coming is the word of God. Indeed the word of God is enough to destroy the heavens and the earth He created. The problem of men today is whether they have believed the word of God. 

3) The word is settled in the heavens forever (Ps. 119:89). And the promise of the Lord’s coming must be fulfilled. 

2Pet.3:6 “by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.” 

YLT: “through which the then world, by water having been deluged, was destroyed;”

Meaning of Words: “by which”: through which; “world”: orderly arrangement; “be flooded”: overflow, deluge; “perish”: destory;

Literal Meaning: “by which”: by the word of God; “the world that then existed” has two meanings: 1) the world that was firstly created (see Gen. 1:1-2); 2) the world in the age of Noah (see Gen. 6:11-12); “world” in the source scripture means the orderly arrangement; 

  “Perished, being flooded with water”, it also implies two meanings: 1) it was God’s judgment upon the former world before He created again (see Gen. 1:1-2 “darkness” suggests the flood covered the whole earth); 2) it indicates that God judged the corrupted world in the generation of Noah by the flood (see Gen. 7:17-24; 6:11-13). 

  Note that the previous two times of destruction of the world by flood might be both by the word of God. Therefore, “by which” in this verse means “by the two times of God’s word”.

  Note that “the world that then existed” according to verse five was the first world in the beginning of Genesis. However, according to verse seven “the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word”, it was the world in chapter six of the Book of Genesis, for the present world was the renewed world after that judgment (see Gen. 8:21-22). The conclusion is that the apostle Peter may mention two worlds and two times of flood.   

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The world was created and stood by the word of God (see v.5) and was once destroyed by the word of God. Today, God still upholds all things by the word of His power (see Heb. 1:3). He spoke and it was. He commanded, and it stood fast (Ps. 33:9).

2) God is able to maintain life through water, and also destroy life through water. Anything in the hands of God can be used by Him. If we believers want to be positively used by God, let us cherish and value God’s word. 

2Pet.3:7 “But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 

YLT: “and the present heavens and the earth, by the same word are treasured, for fire being kept to a day of judgment and destruction of the impious men.”

Meaning of Words: “now”: today; “reserve”: keep, preserve; “perdition”: destruction; 

Literal Meaning: “but the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word”, the heavens and the earth which are now…”: the heavens and the earth through which we live today; “preserved by the same word”: be reserved by the word of God (see Gen. 8:22); 

“Are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men”, “ungodly”: those who do not believe; “the day of judgment and perdition”: the day of wrath and revelation of righteous judgment of God (Rom. 2:5), namely, “the day of visitation” (1Pet. 2:12); “fire” symbolizes “judgment” (see Matt. 13:40). God will judge in future by fire (see v.10, 12) instead of water (see Gen. 9:11). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The flood in the past merely destroyed everything creeping on the ground. But the fire will burn all living creatures and all things in the heavens and the earth (see v.10, 12). Only the spirit shall return unto God who gave it (Eccl. 12:7). Therefore, let us spare efforts on “our spiritual life”. 

2) On that day, everything will be through fire. And all that is able to abide by fire will be saved. However, even though someone is saved, he shall suffer loss (see 1Cor. 3:13-15). All that cannot abide by fire will be burned.

3) Our God is fire (Heb. 12:29), who will purge all the people and things unworthy of His holiness by fire. 

2Pet.3:8 “But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” 

YLT: “And this one thing let not be unobserved by you, beloved, that one day with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day;”

Meaning of Words: “forget”: ignore, neglect;  

Literal Meaning: “beloved”, it shows that: 1) Peter exhorts the readers of this epistle in love; 2) the following words (v.8-13) are different from the previous words (v.1-7). The first seven words dispute the false teachers about their mocking words, and the following verses exhort believers how to look upon the Lord’s coming. 

“But do not forget this one thing”, “one thing”: it is that the Lord has not yet fulfilled the promise of His coming. “Do not forget”: we have to look upon it in the sight of God. 

“That with the Lord one day is as a thousand years”, “with the Lord …” here Peter explains the meaning of time to the Lord; “one day is as a thousand”, it means: 1) to the Lord, one day is not too short, and he pays attentions to men’s everything in every day; 2) the Lord sees men’s everything in every day with a long-term sight. 

“And a thousand years as one day”, this verse is quoted from the Book of Psalm (90:4), which indicates that: 1) a thousand years pass quickly. And time to the Lord is not too long. 2) The patience of the Lord is so infinite that even though He has waited for a though years, He still see it as yesterday when it is past. 

“That with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day”, in a word, it tells us: 1) to the Lord, there is no difference between the length or shortness of time. He pays attention to the fulfillment of His will only; 2) the Lord’s works are not limited by time. He can wait for men with patience. 3) The only problem to the Lord is opportunity (whether men’s conditions are suitable), not willingness or power. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The divine way of calculating time is different from the human way. Therefore, let us not measure the time of God according to human way. 

2) Christians have to see time according to the sight of God ---- ignore not the short day nor the prophecies in the Scriptures because of “”

2Pet.3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” 

YLT: “the Lord is not slow in regard to the promise, as certain count slowness, but is long-suffering to us, not counselling any to be lost but all to pass on to reformation,”

Meaning of Words: “slack”: tardiness, slowness; “longsuffering”: forebear, patient; “perish”: destroy, lose; “repentance”: compunction, reversal;  

Literal Meaning: “the Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness”, “promise”: the promise of the Lord’s coming; “slackness”: fail to fulfill or be unable to fulfill; “is not slack”: it is not God that delays the Lord’s coming. 

“But is longsuffering toward us”, “longsuffering toward us”, it shows that it is men that delay the Lord’s coming. The promise of the Lord’s coming has not been fulfilled ---- it is not God that delays, but we believers that have not prepared us to see the Lord. Therefore, God is longsuffering toward us to wait for us to come to repentance. 

“Not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance”, “perish” has two meanings: 1) sinners who do not believe will perish forever; 2) believers are chastened by God (see 1Cor. 3:15; 1Pet. 4:17-18) for they have come short of the standard of God; “repentance”: the conversion of one’s mind ---- convert from errors to the truth (see James 5:19-20); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Each moment is a chance of God to men ---- whether to be forgiven or condemned, it is decided by whether we have caught the chance of God’s longsuffering. Once it is missed, it is late for repentance.

2) Let Christians have the mind of the Lord and lead men living in sins to repent and convert to God while the Lord has not come yet.

3) God is longsuffering toward sinners, especially Christians, and gives chances to them to repent. Therefore they have chances to prepare them to be found by the Lord in peace (see v.14). 

2Pet.3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.” 

YLT: “and it will come -- the day of the Lord -- as a thief in the night, in which the heavens with a rushing noise will pass away, and the elements with burning heat be dissolved, and earth and the works in it shall be burnt up.”

Meaning of Words: “day”: time, age; “come”: arrive, be present; “a great noise”: with a crash, whizzing; “pass away”: transgress, come near; “elements”: principles, constituents; “fervent heat”: set on fire; “melt”: dissolved, destroyed; 

Literal Meaning: “but the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night”, “the day of the Lord”: the day of the Lord’s coming again; “come as a thief”, it indicates that the Lord comes suddenly in an unexpected time, as a thief who always appears in an unnoticed time (see 1Thess. 5:2). 

“In which the heavens will pass away with a great noise”, “in which”: in the day of the Lord’s coming; according to the whole scriptures, the last day will not instantly come when the Lord comes again, for there will be an interval of one thousand years (see 1Thess. 4:16; Rev. 20:4-5). “The heavens will pass away with a great noise”, it describes the situation of the destruction of the old heavens: 1) the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll or garment (Is. 34:4; Heb. 1:12); 2) “a great noise”: the huge noise uttered when the old heavens are rolled; 

“And the elements will melt with fervent heat”, “the elements”: all things, namely, “the earth and the works that are in it” ---- the earth itself and all things in the earth (including all living things or materials) as well as the airspace around the earth; “will melt with fervent heat”, it shows that all material things will “melt” by fire (see v.7) and be dissolved. 

“Both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up”, “both the earth and the works” equal to “the elements”; “be burned up”: God will not destroy the old creature by flood (see 2:5; Gen. 9:11), but by fire. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since the Lord comes as a thief, no one can foretell the time. Therefore, let us not confer the date in vain (see Matt. 24:36).

2) This verse tells us things that will happen in future and has not explained it in detail. Therefore, we have to notice that things mentioned in the same verse will not happen simultaneously.

3) All elements will melt, so let Christians not pay too much attention to tangible things, but seek the intangible spiritual things.  

2Pet.3:11 “Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,” 

YLT: “All these, then, being dissolved, what kind of persons doth it behove you to be in holy behaviours and pious acts?”

Meaning of Words: “manner of persons”: style of persons, manner of conversation; “godliness”: piety; 

Literal Meaning: “since all these things will be dissolved”, “all these things” refer to “the earth and all things that are in it”, through which we live (see v.10); “since … will be dissolved”, since all things are so undependable and will ultimately turn to vanity, let us not regard them as the goal of our life. 

“What manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness”, “manner of persons”: the style of life; “in holy conduct”: the degree of living to God; “in godliness”: the degree of likeness to God in life; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Vanity of vanities, and all is vanity. Therefore, we have to remember our God who creates us and fear Him and keep His commandment. This is the whole duty of man (see Eccl. 12:1, 8, 13).

2) It is most important for Christians to know how to discern what is transient or everlasting and let our life oriented toward eternity to please God all our life.

2Pet.3:12 “looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?” 

YLT: “waiting for and hasting to the presence of the day of God, by which the heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements with burning heat shall melt;”

Meaning of Words: “look for”: wait for, expect, tarry, look for; “rush”: urge on, await eagerly, hasten unto; “melt”: liquefy; 

Literal Meaning: “looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God”, “looking for and hastening”: accelerate or quicken the day; “the day of God” has two aspects of meanings: 1) in a broad sense, it refers to “the day of the Lord” (see v.10); 2) in a narrow sense, it refers to the day of God’s judgment on the white throne in the last day (see Rev. 20:11). Therefore, there are one thousand years between the day of the Lord and the day of God (see Rev. 20:4-6).

Note that Peter sees the last day from the present time, so he mentions “the day of the Lord” and “the day of God” together. In fact, in the day of the Lord, the old heavens and earth have not been dissolved. Therefore, we have to see things of “dissolution” (v.7-12) from the angle of “a thousand years as one day” (see v.8).

“Because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire”, the old heavens and earth will disappear after the kingdom of a thousand years when the day of God comes (see Rev. 20:11; 21:1). 

“And the elements will melt with fervent heat?” It is a repeat of verse ten “the elements will melt with fervent heat” ---- “melt” first and then “be dissolved”. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Let Christians love God fervently and remain steadfast in the lifestyle that pleases God to hasten the day of God.

2) All the saints’ preaching the gospel with one soul is also another way of hastening the day of the Lord’s coming (see Matt. 24:14).

3) One will not hasten the coming of the day of God unless he has ceased looking on things on the earth. As long as we are hoping for things on the earth, we will not set our mind on the heavenly things (see Col. 3:2). 

2Pet.3:13 “Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” 

YLT: “and for new heavens and a new earth according to His promise we do wait, in which righteousness doth dwell;”

Meaning of Words: “look for”: wait for; “new”: fresh; “dwell”: live, inhabit;

Literal Meaning: “nevertheless we, according to His promise”, “nevertheless”, it strongly indicates that we Christian do not look for things that will be dissolved. “We, according to His promise”, nevertheless we set our hope upon the promise of God in His word. 

  “Look for new heavens and a new earth”, “new heavens and a new earth”: the everlasting new heavens and new earth (see Rev. 21:1) after the present heavens and earth; 

  “In which righteousness dwells”, “righteousness”: be right and just before God and men; “in which…dwells”: it is an impersonating description, which shows that there is no righteousness or evil at all in the eternal world (see Rev. 21:8; 22:15). At that time, “the righteous one Jesus Christ” (1John 2:1) will reign and all the inhabitants are righteous (see Is. 60:21) and everything is worthy of God’s righteousness. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In Christ all the old things have passed away and are become new (see 2Cor. 5:17). And in the eternal world, the old heavens and earth will pass away (see v.10) and the new heavens and new earth will keep forever. 

2) In the new heavens and new earth, only righteousness can dwell in ---- anything that fails to pass the righteous judgment of God will be dissolved. Only righteousness can pass the divine judgment. 

3) For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace and joy in Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17). If we are enabled to live in the reality of God’s kingdom today, we will also be enabled to live in the realization of God’s kingdom in future. 

2Pet.3:14 “Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;” 

YLT: “wherefore, beloved, these things waiting for, be diligent, spotless and unblameable, by Him to be found in peace,”

Meaning of Words: “look forward to”: wait for; “be diligent”: prompt, be earnest, use speed; “without spot”: unspotted, spotless; “blameless”: without blemish, blameless; “peace”: quietness, rest;

Literal Meaning: “beloved”, this is the third time of mentioning it (see v.1, 8), showing that Peter exhorts brothers in love to prepare themselves to see the Lord. 

  “Looking forward to these things, be diligent”, “look forward to”: wait for frequently; “these things”: the new heavens and the new earth that will be brought when the Lord comes again (see v.12-13); “be diligent”: it suggests that if we are not diligent, we will suffer loss (see 1Cor. 3:15) in the judgment at the house of God when the Lord comes again (see 1Pet. 4:17). 

  “To be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless”, “without spot”: spotless, which is just opposite to false teachers (see 2:13); “blameless”: no matter to God or to men, there is no blemish (see Phil. 3:6; 1Thess. 2:10); “be found by Him in peace”, it means that one is bold and unashamed before the Lord (see 1John 2:28). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians do not go to the heaven with ease, but run with endurance the race that lies before us (Heb. 12:1). Therefore, we have to “be diligent”.

2) The duty of Christians is “diligence”. He who is diligent has assurance (see Heb. 6:11). The idle one is unable to bear spiritual fruit (see 1:8).

3) If we do not endeavor to prepare us, we will be unable to “be found in peace” when the Lord comes again. 

2Pet.3:15 “and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation--as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you,” 

YLT: “and the long-suffering of our Lord count ye salvation, according as also our beloved brother Paul -- according to the wisdom given to him -- did write to you,”

Meaning of Words: “longsuffering”: patience; “salvation”: deliverance, saving, safety; “wisdom”: that is wise;

Literal Meaning: “and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—”, “the longsuffering of our Lord”, it indicates that (see v.9; Rom. 2:4); “salvation”: though we believers have been saved in spirit, we have to still catch the opportunities to seek “the salvation of souls” with diligence. Therefore, the Lord’s longsuffering will fulfill the salvation of souls. 

“As also our beloved brother Paul”, “as”, Peter here intents to mention an epistle of another apostle to prove and strengthen his exhortations; “our beloved brother”, it shows that brothers honor and love one another; “Paul”: the apostle Paul; 

“According to the wisdom given to him, has written to you”, “according to the wisdom given to him”: the wisdom in the Scriptures is from above (see 1Cor. 2:6-7; James 3:17) “Has written to you”, there are at least thirteen epistles written by the apostle Paul. There are also other Bible expositors thinking that the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews is also Paul. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Because of the longsuffering of the Lord, we have worked our own salvation (Phil. 2:12). However, now our salvation is near than when we believed (see Rom. 13:11). Therefore, let us redeem the time and catch the opportunities and seek with diligence (Eph. 5:16). 

2) There are nearly dozens of writers in the Scriptures. However, because of the wisdom from above, all the books can even edify and strengthen each other, but not contradict. Therefore, every scripture is divinely inspired (2Tim. 3:16).

3) The apostle Peter is the first apostle of the Lord. He was once withstood by Paul to the face (see Gal. 2:11) but never hated Paul. The magnanimous bosom and mind of Peter is really worthy of the imitation of the Lord’s servants.  

2Pet.3:16 “as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.” 

YLT: “as also in all the epistles, speaking in them concerning these things, among which things are certain hard to be understood, which the untaught and unstable do wrest, as also the other Writings, unto their own destruction.”

Meaning of Words: “speak”: talk; “untaught”: ignorant; “twist”: pervert; “rest”: remaining; 

Literal Meaning: “as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things”, “these things”: things pertaining to life and godliness (see 1:3, 12);

“In which are some things hard to understand”, it shows that there are deep and difficult and elusive words in the epistles. 

“Which untaught and unstable people”, “untaught”: the unlearned; “unstable”: believer who are young and weak in spirit (see 2:14) and unable to distinguish both good and evil (see Heb. 5:13-14), tosses and carried about by every wind of that teaching in the sleight of men (see Eph. 4:14). “Twist”: pervert the meanings of the Scriptures;  

“Twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures”, “the rest of the Scriptures”: the scriptures besides the thirteen epistles of Paul; here it especially refers to the Old Scriptures, because the epistles of Paul were the first scriptures of the New Testament; “to their own destruction”: they exclude them from the blessings of life (see Rev. 22:18-19). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There may be some words in the Bible beyond our understanding because of our lack of learning or faith or spiritual experience. Then the most important is not to twist the words lest we should come to destruction.

2) G. K. Chesterton said, “to keep the orthodox doctrines is like to walk on the mountain ridge, which is as narrow as the edge of the sword. As long as one slightly strays to either side, there will be immediately great destruction. The truth often includes two aspects. If we emphasize one side of any great truth, the destructive heresy will appear immediately”.

3) The Bible is a mysterious book. Men of all ages in all over the world have their own interpretations on the truth of the Scriptures. However, the basic truth of salvation (e.g. the persons of the holy Trinity, the knowledge of the cross, etc.) should be kept the same. Concerning the detail explanations, different views are allowed. 

2Pet.3:17 “You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;” 

YLT: “Ye, then, beloved, knowing before, take heed, lest, together with the error of the impious being led away, ye may fall from your own stedfastness,”

Meaning of Words: “know this beforehand”: know before, foreknow; “beware”: watch, observe; “lest”: so as not to; “the wicked”: the lawless; “fall from”: drop away, fail, fall away; “steadfastness”: stability; “be led away”: condescend, carry away with, take off; 

Literal Meaning: “beloved”, this is the fourth time of mentioning “beloved” (see v.1, 8, 14). Whenever the word is mentioned, there will be a paragraph of important exhortations then. 

“You therefore … since you know this beforehand, beware”, “know this beforehand”: there will be men twisting the Scriptures to their own destruction. “Beware”, we have to beware of twisting the Scriptures, no matter we ourselves or others. We are exhorted not to receive any doctrines of errors. 

“Lest you also fall from your own steadfastness”, once one has become not steadfast, he has fallen from grace (Gal. 5:4).

“Being led away with the error of the wicked”, “the error of the wicked”: the heretical doctrines of false teachers (see 2:1; 3:3-4); “be led away”: be enticed away from the right path and become associated with the evil tide; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter reading or hearing the words, believers have to discern and judge instead of receiving some strange doctrines lest we should have part in the errors of others.

2) “Beware” is the best strategy. We common believers are not strong enough to take the initiative. However, we have to at least watch and beware of receiving any strange words. 

2Pet.3:18 “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.” 

YLT: “and increase ye in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; to him the glory both now, and to the day of the age! Amen.”

Meaning of Words: “grow”: increase, enlarge;  

Literal Meaning: “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”, “our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” is a complete name to the Lord Jesus, which appears only three times in the whole New Testament, in the Second Epistle of Peter (see 1:11; 2:20; 3:18). “Lord” refers to His authority; “Savior” refers to His works; “Jesus” relates to His humanity; “Christ” relates to His glorious anointing; “grow in the grace and knowledge”: the former refers to the growth in life experience, and the latter refers to the growth in knowledge and truth; it is best to keep the balance between the two aspects. 

“To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen”, “Him” is “the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”; in the heart of Peter, the Lord Jesus is God (see Rom. 16:27). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers shall keep the balance of the growth of both the experience of the Lord’s grace and the knowledge of God’s words.

2) Growth in grace makes us enjoy more the Lord. And growth in knowledge prevents us from the enticement of heretical doctrines.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Know God

A. To know that the word of God is truth (v.1-4);

B. To know that the works of God are consistent (v.5-7);

C. To know that the bowel of God is merciful (v.8-10);

Things that We Shall Not Ignore

A. Things we shall be stirred up ---- pure minds (v.1);

B. Things l we shall be mindful of ---- the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior (v.2);

C. Things we shall know ---- scoffers will come in the last days, scorning the promise of the Lord’s coming (v.3-4);

D. Things we shall think of ---- the creation and destruction of the world are both by the word of God (v.5-7);

E. Things we shall take heed of ---- why the promise of the Lord has not been fulfilled (v.8-9);

F. Things we shall hope ---- it is not the old heavens and earth that will pass away, but the everlasting new heavens and earth in which righteousness dwells (v.10-13);

G. Things we shall be diligent in ---- grown in the grace and knowledge of Christ (v.14-18);

Concerning the Lord’s Coming Again

A. Let us be mindful of the prophecies of the Lord’s coming again (v.1-2);

B. Let us know that there will be scoffers in the last days scorning the prophecy of the Lord’s coming (v.3-7);

C. Let us not forget that the Lord will come again (v.8-10).

D. Let us look for and hasten the coming of the Lord (v.11-13).

E. Let us prepare us with diligence so as to be found by the Lord in peace (v.14-18).

Beloved

A. Remind and stir up us so that we will be mindful of (v.1-2) ---- look backward;

B. Do not forget (v.8, 11-12) ---- look upward;

C. Be diligent (v.14-15) ---- look forward (stretch out to be the things before);

D. Be beware (v.17-18) ---- look around; 

Be Diligent

A. Let us be diligent to lead a godly life (v.11-14);

B. Let us be diligent to understand the word of God (v.15-16);

C. Let us be diligent to grow in grace and knowledge (v.17-18);

General Outlines of the Second Epistle of Peter
The Effects of the Knowledge of the Lord 

1. Grace and peace be multiplied in the knowledge of the Lord (1:2);

2. Be given all things that pertain to life and godliness through the knowledge of the Lord (1:3);

3. Be fruitful in the knowledge of the Lord and be supplied abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of God (1:8, 11);

4. The knowledge of the Lord delivers believers from the pollutions of the world (2:20);

5. Believers get hope because of the knowledge of the Lord’s promise and thus become diligent to be found by Him in peace (3:13-14);

Growth 

1. Grow in grace (3:18):

a. Grace be multiplied (1:2);

b. Things that pertain to life and godliness are abundant (1:3-8);

c. The call and election are sure and believers will never stumble (1:10);

d. Be diligent to be without spot and blameless (3:14);

2. Grow in knowledge (3:18);

a. Add to … knowledge (1:6);

b. Be fruitful in the knowledge of the Lord (1:8);

c. Be established in the present truth (1:12);

d. Stir up the pure minds (3:1);

The World

1. The history of the world:

a. Which was created by the word of God (3:5);

b. Which was once destroyed because of corruption (3:6);

c. The present world is preserved by the same word until the day of judgment (3:7);

2. The present condition of the world:

a. Corruption that is in the world through lust (1:4);

b. Ungodliness (2:5-6);

c. Lawless deeds and pollution (2:8, 20); 

3. The end of the world:

a. Which will be judged and dissolved on fire (3:7, 10-12);

b. There will be new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells (3:13). 

Several Things

1. Things we have to be diligent:

a. Give all diligence and add to several things (1:5-8);

b. Be even more diligent to do these things (1:10);

c. Be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless (3:14 );

2. Things we have to be mindful of:

a. Be often mindful of these things (1:12-15);

b. Be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior (3:2);

3. Things we have to be reminded:

a. Remind believers always of these things (1:12-13);

b. Remind believers and stir up their pure minds (3:1);

4. Things we have to heed ---- heed the prophetic word (1:19);:

5. Things we have to know:

a. Knowing this first that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation (1:20);

b. Knowing this first that scoffers will come in the last days to scorn the promise of the Lord’s coming (3:3-4);

6. Things we have not to forget:

a. Do not forget that the heavens and the earth were created by the word of God (3:5);

b. Do not forget this one thing that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day (3:8);

7. Things we have to beware ---- be led away with the error of the wicked so as to fall from one’s own steadfastness (3:17):

Be Steadfast

1. Make your call and election sure so that you will never stumble (1:10);

2. Be established in the present truth (1:12);

3. False teachers entice unstable souls (2:14);

4. The untaught and unstable people twist the Scriptures (3:16);

5. Beware lest you fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked (3:17); 

False Teachers

1. The names of false teachers:

a. False prophets (2:1);

b. False teachers (2:1);

c. The unjust (2:9);

d. Slaves of corruption (2:19);

e. Scoffers (3:3);

f. Ungodly men (3:7);

g. The wicked (3:17);

2. The teachings of false teachers:

a. Be of any private interpretation (1:20);

b. Destructive heresies (2:1);

c. With deceptive words (2:3);

d. Speak evil of the things they do not understand (2:12);

e. Speak great swelling words of emptiness (2:18);

f. Promise men liberty (2:19);

g. Scorn the promise of the Lord’s coming (3:3-4);

h. Error of the wicked (3:17);

3. The hearts of false teachers:

a. Deny the Lord who bought them (2:1);

b. By covetousness … have a heart trained in covetous practices (2:3, 14);

c. They are presumptuous and self-willed (2:10);

d. They carouse in their own deceptions (2:13);

e. They love the wages of unrighteousness (2:15);

f. They walk according to their own lusts (3:3);

g. The wicked (3:17);

4. The conduct of false teachers:

a. Follow their destructive ways (2:2);

b. Walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness (2:10);

c. Count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime (2:13);

d. Have eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin (2:14);

e. Be slaves of corruption and be enslaved by the pollutions of the world (2:19-20);

f. Be scoffers (3:3);

5. The means of false teachers:

a. Blaspheme the way of truth and the righteous (2:2, 10-12);

b. Entice unstable souls and the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error (2:14, 18);

c. Scorn and twist the Scriptures (3:3-4, 16-17); 

6. The parables of false teachers:

a. Like natural brute beasts (2:12);

b. Like wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest (2:9);

c. Like dogs and sows (2:22);

7. The ends of false teachers:

a. Bring on themselves swift destruction (2:1, 3);

b. Be reserved under punishment for the day of judgment (2:9);

c. The blackness of darkness forever is reserved for them (2:17);

d. They are reserved until the day of judgment and perdition (3:7);

The Scriptures 

1. The source of the Scriptures:

a. The prophets spoke the word of God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit (1:19, 21);

b. The apostles recorded what they had eyewitnesses and heard (1:16-18);

c. The apostles wrote the words according to the wisdom given to them (3:15);

2. The constitution of the Scriptures:

a. The words which were spoken before by the holy prophets ---- the Old Testament (3:2);

b. The commandment of the apostles ---- the New Testament (3:2);

3. The function of the Scriptures:

a. As a light that shines in a dark place (1:19);

b. As the morning star rising in our hearts (1:19);

4. How shall we regard the Scriptures?

a. Diligence and knowledge (1:5);

b. Heed the prophecies (1:19);

c. Do not turn from the holy commandment delivered to us (2:21);

d. Be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets and of the commandment of the apostles (3:2);

e. Grow in knowledge (3:18);

5. How to read the Scriptures rightly?

a. We shall not be of any private interpretation (1:20);

b. We shall not forget the power of the word of God (3:5-7);

c. We shall not forget the will of God revealed in His words (3:8-9);

d. We shall not twist the Scriptures (3:16);

e. We shall beware the error of the wicked (3:17);

Two Days

1. The day of the Lord (3:10):

a. It is the day on which the promise of the Lord’s coming shall be fulfilled (3:4, 9);

b. It is the day on which we see the Lord (3:14);

2. The day of God (3:12):

a. It is the day on which the unjust are judged (2:9);

b. It is the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men (3:7);

c. It is the day on which the old heavens and old earth will be dissolved by fire (3:10-12);

d. It is the day on which the new heavens and new earth are revealed (3:13);
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